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Concerning the excellent properties 
of the Night of Power al’-Qadr]. 


L et us now consider the significance of the words of Allah (Exalted 
is He): 


Behold, We sent it down 
on the Night of Power. 

And what has made you know 
what is the Night of Power? 

The Night of Power is better 
than a thousand months. 

In it the angels 
and the Spirit come down 
by their Lord's permission, 
on every errand. 

Peace it is, until 

the rising of the of dawn. (97:1 -5 ) 


man 

jft Ladas 'l-Qitdr. 

ii'ii mti adra-ba 
ma Linlam ’LQadr. 

Lai/atw 'i'Qadn Uwurwn 
min uf/j sfuifir. 

ti7nflr?ii/» TmaLuLiMi 

wa ’r-Rfl&U fl-hH 
iii-id/mi Rabbidiim 
min kiJii amt. 

SiiJiimtm hi\ii 
kutfl marlfl'i 'I'jajr. 


First of all, we should note that the object pronoun ~hu lit] i n anzfdnarhu 
[We sent it down] is an allusion to the Qur an. Allah (Exalted is He) 
sent it down from the Well-Kept Tablet [{d^Laurh abMaA/ujJ to the 
heaven of this lower world — to the Scribes /ns-Saftiraj , they being the 
clerks or secretaries among the angels. It would thus come down on that 
particular night, from the Tablet, to the extent that Gabriel (peace be 
upon him.) was to reveal it — with the permission of Allah (Exalted is 
He) — to the Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) in the 
course of the whole year. Tire same procedure would then be applied 
i n each subsequent year, until the entire Qu r an had come down, on the 
Nightot Power/ Lcii/fituf'Q;rdrJ in the month of Ramadan, to the heaven 
of this lower world. 

Ibn Abbas (may Allah be well pleased with him and with bis father) 
was offering an interpretation also proposed by other authorities, when 
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he gave the following commentary on: 

Behold, We sent it down inna anzdnA-hu 

on the Might of Power. (97:1) ft Ltiilafi 'fQdiiir, 

“This means: ‘We sent Gabriel down with this Sura, and with the 
whole of the Qur'an — on the Night of Power f Lai /at aftQadrJ — to the 
recording angels. Then it came down after that, by installments 
fnajmim najmd], to Allah's Messenger (Allah bless him and give him 
peace) — during a period of twenty-three years, and in all the months, 
days, n ights, and moments of timed" 

As for His statement (Exalted is He): 

on ihe Nigh i of Power. ft Laildii 'i-Qadr. 

— this means: "on a tremendous or stupendous night iihrlfl 
or, as some have maintained: "on the N ighr of the Divine Decree /haiku 
fil-HukmJ." it is called the Night of Power /Laiiru tii-QaJrJ in order to 
proclaim the immensity of the night itself, and to emphasize ics potency 
hjtiJrj, because it is then that Allah (Exalted is He) predetermines 
[yuqaddiru] how things are to be throughout che year, until the same 
night of the year that lies ahead. 

Then He has said (Exalted is He): 

And what has made yon know wa mi iidrd-fed 

what is the Night of Power? (97:2) ilia Ldffjnt 't-Qiidr, 

In other words: "O Muhammad, if it were not for the fact that Allah 
has made you realize its tremendous importance, [how could you have 
known)?’’ For the fact is that, in every instance where the question 
posed in the Qur an is in the past tense — "and what has made you know 
Iwa ma adra-Ua] — Allah had already imparted the relevant knowledge 
to him. On che other hand, whenever the question posed therein is in 
the future tense — “and what will make you know / wa mfi yudft-ka }?' — 
the implicat ion is that He had not let him know, and had not imparted 
the relevant knowledge to him. For example, consider His words 
(Almighty and Glorious is He): 
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to the Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace), so he was asked: 
“and what will make you know [u>a mu yudrbkaj T rather than: “and 
what has made you know (tea mu adra~ka]?' 

The following point should also he noted, concerning the night 
which He has described (Exalted is He) as “the Night of Power /Luilat 
ahQadrJ," that is to say, the Night of Sublime Majesty and Wisdom 
[Lailctt al- Ajumu u j u THikmuj: According to some authorities, this is 
the blessed night referred to in the words of Allah (Almighty and 
Glorious is He): 

We sent it down on a blessed night . inrui anzoha^ku ft /oibdn 
i n wh ich ever> _ firm dec rce mAOrtlkadn . , . fl-ha yufriuj u 

is made distinct. (44T.4) itMlfo omrrn Jftofcim. 

Next, He has said (Almighty and Glorious is He): 

The Night of Power is better t a&ant 'f'Qttdri Wuwnn 

than a thousand months. (97:3) min dji shethr. 

In other words, good deeds therein are better than [those performed 
in] a thousand months that are without a Night of Pow'cr. 

It is said of the Companions (St ihaba] (may Allah he well pleased with 
them) that they never felt so happy about anything, as they felt about 
His words (Exalted is i le): “better than a thousand months fk/uwnin mm 
alfi shahr}" The story behind this goes as follows: 

One day, Allah's Messenger (Allah bless him and give him peace) 
was telling his Companions about four of the Children of Israel [Baru 
hra [Jj, and how they worshipfully screed Allah for eighty' years, 
without disobeying Him for one single twinkling of an eye in all of 
that time. The four he spoke about were job /Aywbj.* lV Zacharias 
fSakuriyyu /, 101 E:ekkl/Hiti/rfJ , ia3 and Joshua the son ofNQn 20 T Yasha* ibn 
Nun] (peace be upon them all). 
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The Companions of A II ah’s Messenger (Allah bless him andgive him 
peace) were greatly amazed at all of this, so Gabriel (peace be upon him) 
came to him and said: “O Muhammad, it seems to have come as a 
great surprise to you and your Companions, to Learn that these 
individuals were devoted to worshipful service for eighty years, 
without disobeying Allah (Exalted is He) for one single twinkling 
of an eye in all of that time. So now Allah has sent down to you 
something even better than that!” Then he recited to the Prophet 
(Allah bless him and give him peace): 


Behold, We sent it down 
on die N i«ht of Power, 

And what has made you know 
what is the Night Of Power ? 

The Night of Power is better 
than a thousand months. 

In it the angels 
and the Spirit come down 
by their Lord's permission, 
on ever> r errand. 

Peace it is, until 

the rising of the of dawn. (97: 1-5) 


inna ax^aknSrhi 
ft LaUrn TQadr. 

tua md odra-ka 
mil La At Mi ‘I-Qaclr. 

Ladatu TQddri lAarnm 
mindft .shnbr 

t aftaxzdu 'fmtilfl jfoflEii 
wa ‘r-Rsftu fi-hd 
bnidfitu Rabbi Ann 
nun kit flf amr, 

saiam an hija 
hattti maflai 'h/ajr. 


Gabriel (peace be upon him) then said to him: "This is even more 
excellent than that which you and your Companions found so 
amazing." Needless to say, the Prophet (Allah bless him andgive him 
peace) was highly delighted. 

It was Yahya ibn Najih who said: “Once upon a time, among die 
Children of Israel [Rani Ism fih there was a man who carried a weapon 
for a thousand months in the service of Allah's cause [/isabili 'iluhb and 
not once in all of that time did he set his weapon aside. Allah’s 
Messenger (Allah bless him and give him peace) mentioned this to his 
Companions, and they found the story quite amazing. So it was then 
that Allah ( Almighty and Glorious is He) sent down the revelation: 


The N ifiht of Fewer is better Lallan; TQadri fchairun 

than a thousand months. (97:3) mm alji shtibr . 

— meaning: 'better than those thousand months, during which that 
man hore a weapon in the service of Allah's cause [ft sabUi 'Uah], and 
never once set his weapon aside.’ 
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“As for the name by wh ich the man was known among the Children 
of Israel /Ban! JsrifiiJ, some say it was Simon the Worshipful Servant 
/SJiam'fm al-' Abidl, while others say it was Samson fShamsun]." 

Let us now consider the significance of each element in His saying 
{ Exalted is He): 


In iL die angels 
and the Spirit come down 
by their Lord's permission, 
on every errand. 

Peace it is, until 

the rising of the of dawn. (97:4,5) 


hrruiid iiuitu 
tea V'Kfthit ft 'ha 
bi-iti/int RdbbtAiin 
min kulir titrtr. 

stiiiimnn hiva 
lum&mada i 'Ufajr, 


1 . What is meant by "the angels come down f tanazzolu Tina/d ilcatuj ’ 
is that they come down in succession, from the setting of the sun until 
the the rising of the of dawn. 

2. “The Spirit /trr-Riifij" means Gabriel (peace he upon him). 
According to a<T pahhak, it was Ibn Abbas (may Allah he well 

pleased wirh him and with his father) who said: “The Spirit far-iiwftj is 
in the shape of a human being with a gigantic physical build, and he is 
the one to whom Allah (Almighty and Glorious is He) was referring 
when He said: 


And they will ask you w yasaiund'ka 

about the Spirit. (17:85) 'tmi Y-ftiiif 

“He is the angel who will stand in the company of the angels, when 
they line up in rows on the Day of Resurrection fYautn aLQiydmaj, but 
in a rank by himself. 11 

According to aLMuqatil: “He is the most noble of all the angels in 
the sight of Allah (Exalted is He)." 

Someone else has said: “He is an angel whose face is shaped like that 
of a human being, while his body is the body of the angels. He is the 
most enormous creature in the presence of the Heavenly Throne 
f Ars/ij, so he will stand in a row all by himself, when the angels stand 
arrayed.” The last part of this statement is, of course, a reference to the 
words of Allah (Exalted is He): 


Oil the day when tile Spirit 

and the angels stand arrayed. (78: 38) 


ytmana Y-Rfi/iu 

w a ' L mala tlctiru saffa . 


BahareMadinah.com 

Extract from Sayyidina Ghawth ul Aazam Shaykh 'Abd al Qadir al Jilani, 

from al-Ghunya li-Talibi Tariq al-Haqq 


} . “in itjjfetaj " simply means: “in the Night of Powerf/t Lailat oLQadrJ . " 

4. “By their Lord’s permission (fci-icfAru Rahbi'/iimJ" means, in effect: 
"by rheir Lord’s command fbi-amri Rabin- Aim].” 

5. “On every errand from kuiii amr] 1 ' is a way of saying: “for every good 
purpose,” 

6. “Peace it kfsa/amitn Arya]’’ has exactly the same meaning as: “It 
is peace fhiya soifimun].” which signifies that it is perfectly safe and 
salubrious [saifana]. No sickness or disease can break out in the course 
of it, nor can it he disturbed by any kind of hocus-pocus [kahdnaj . 

It has also been maintained that “salaimm [peace]" means the greeting 
of peace, with which the angels salute the true believers /salairtu I- 
mc&xikaa ala 7-mtt mininj among the people of the earth, for they say 
to them: “Peace, peace, until the rising of the dawn fsalamun solatium 
hand matin' i l- fair}!" 

7 . As for the phrase “until the rising of the dawn [Aatta mafia' i 'l-fajr 
we should note the existence of an alternative reading for the Arabic 
word mafia . By substituting the vowel -r— for the vowel -a- after the 
consonant -I-,’ 04 we arrive at the form mafli The matif of the dawn 
means the rising [cdrtulu J thereof, while mafia* denotes the place or 
point at which it rises f yafhiu } . 
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On the fact that the Night of Power 
[Lailat aUQadr] should be looked for during the 
last ten days of the month of Ramadan. 

T he Night of Power f Lailat al'Qadr] should be looked tor during the 
last ten days of the month of Ramadan, and it is most likely to be 
the night of the twenty- seventh* 

According to the doctrine of Imam Malik* ’ (may Allah bestow His 
mercy upon him), however, all the nights of the last ten days are equal 
candidates, and none of them is more probable than any other. 

According to the doctrine of Imam ash-ShatVl^ (may Allah bestow 
His mercy upon him), on the other hand, the most likely candidate is 
rhe twenty -first. 

Some have maintained that it is the night of the nineteenth, this 
being the doctrine of A isha (may Allah he well pleased with her), 
Abu Bur da al-Aslarru ( may Allah be well pleased with him), is known 
to have said: “It is the night of the twenty-third.” 

Abu Dharr 209 and a l -Hasan (may Allah be well pleased with them) 
are both known to have said: “It is the night of the twenty-fifth.” 
According to a traditional report attributed to Bilal (may Allah be 
well pleased with him), 210 the Prophet (Allah bless him and give him 
peace) once said: “It is the night of the twenty-fourth.” 

Ibn Abbas and Ubayy ibn Ka b 211 (may Allah be well pleased with 
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them) arc both known to have said: “It is the night of the twenty- 
seventh." 

The strongest evidence in favor of the conclusion that the most likely 
candidate is the night of the twenty-seventh — although Allah knows 
best lwa l //dii u A ' lam ] — has been presented by 1 mam Ahmad ibn flanhaf 1 : 
(may Allah bestow His mercy upon him). Citing an authoritative 
chain of transmission KsnodJ, the Imam reports that Ibn Abbas (may 
Allah be well pleased with him and with his father) once said: 

“It seemed that people would never stop telling the Prophet (Allah 
bless him and give him peace) about how, in their dreams, they had seen 
which of the last ten nights was the Night, So the Prophet (Allah bless 
him and give him peace ) eventually declared: “As I cannot help but notice, 
your dreams repeatedly suggest that it is one of the odd- numbered 
nights among the final ten. If anyone is really keen to investigate, let 
him focus his research on the seventh night of the final ten " 

Ibn Abbas is reported as having said to 'Umar ibn ah Kh at tab (may 
Allah be well pleased with them): 

u l made a careful study of all the uneven numbers [afradj, and I had 
to conclude that none was more worthy of note than the number 
seven /fls-sub a].’* 

To demonstrate the special significance of the number seven, we shall 
now repeat what a certain learned scholar bad to say on the subject: 
“There are seven heavens, and there are seven earths. 

“There are seven nights [in a "week], 

“There are seven celestial spheres [aflak], and there are seven constel- 
lations [ nuj&mj. 

“There are seven laps to be covered at a brisk pacefsaSJ between [the 
small hills] of as- Safa and al-Marwa . 213 

“There are seven circuits to be performed in the circumam bulatio n 
[tawdfi of the House [of Allah ]. 214 
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'There are seven ingredients in the physical constitution of a human 
being, seven ingredients in his basic diet, and seven slits or cavities in 
the surface of his face. 

"There are seven seals ftfiawafimj . 215 

"There are seven verses [ayat] in the Sura of Praise [Surat d~Hamd ] . 116 

"There are seven modes [ahrufj of reciting the Qur’an .- 17 

"There are seven oft- repeated verses [oS'Sab u ’Umatkanl}. 2iS 

“In the act of prostration [sujudj during the ritual prayer [sddr[, se ven 
parts of the body are brought into contact with the ground. 

“There are seven gates of Hell [Jchannam], and Hell has seven names, 
corresponding to its seven descending steps or levels [dtiraJcar ]. 21 ' 1 

"There were seven Companions of the Cave [Ashub al-Kahf} 

“In the course of seven nights, the trihe of Ad was annihilated by the 
wind . 221 

"Forseven years, Joseph [ Yusufl (peace be upon him) remained in prison. 

"There were l two sets of] seven cows/ bayard t/ in the dream of the king 
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of Egypt, as mentioned by Aliali (Almighty and Glorious is He) in the 
SOra of Joseph [Surat Vwsu/J: 

And the king said: *1 saw in a dream wa (jafa TmaMu jnnj ara 
seven fat cows, and seven stib'd bacjaraim simanin 

lean ones devour) ng them." ( 1 2 A 1 ) ya 'kwJj t-hmm s ab ' wn * ijetfun , 


‘‘There would be seven years of drought, and then seven years of 
plenty, according to the prediction made by Joseph [Yusuf] (peace be 
upon him). 

“There are seventeen cycles [rak a], all told, in the five daily prayers 
[salawat] 

“The number seven is mentioned in the words of Allah (Almighty 
and Glorious is He): 


Then a fast of three days 
while on the Pi far image, 
and of seven when 
you have returned, (2:196) 


fasiy&mu ihaiothun ayyamin 
/i 'l-Hap 
wa sab ahn 
ttffifl raja ntm . 


“There are seven degrees of relationship by blood [raisab] within 
which it is unlawful to marry.”’ 

“There are seven degrees of relationship by fosterage [rida } and 
marriage [sifirj , within which it is likewise unlawful to marry .” 4 

“Before they can be considered pure and fit for human use, food 
containers in which dogs have lapped must be washed and scrubbed 
seven times, including one scrubbing with dry earth. Such is the rule 
laid down by Allah’s Messenger (Allah bless him and give him peace). 

“Tire re are twenty-seven Arabic ‘words’ [Wti/J ” 5 in the Sura of Power 
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iSiirat al-Qadrj , up to hut not including the verse [ayaj: ‘Pence it is 
fsuidmun hiyaj ,j2:6 

“Job [AyyHb} (peace be upon him) endured trial and tribulation tor 
seven years. 

“ A isha (may Allah be well pleased with her) once said: ‘Allah’s 
Messenger (Allah bless him and give him peace) married me when 1 was 
seven years of age/ 

“There are seven ‘days of the old hag' [ayyam i.e., ot the 

destructive wind ffaisumj: three in February [SfmbdtJ and four in March 

[AShrn]™ 

“Allah’s Messenger (Allah bless him and give him peace) once said: 

The martyrs /shuWa'j of myCnnimiuiUyfL/rniTiflff/are seven, namely: ( 1 ) one 
who is ki [led in battle, while fighting tor the cause of Allah Icd-qaMfl sabjlilltl/ij ; 
(2) the victim of the plague { almat ' with (3) the victim of pulmonary tubercu- 
losis /abmajf 8! j; (4) one whose death is caused by drown ingfal-^fiarkjl; (5) one 
who is t nipped m a lire and burned to death (61 one whose death 

results from agastric or intestinal rdlment/abmabpmb (7) the woman who dies 
in the process of childbirdi (dti'iia/sa’/. 

“Allah (Almighty and Glorious is He) swore f cupamdl by seven 
things, when He said, in the first seven verses of the Sura of the Sun 

f Surat ash-'S/iumsJ (91:1—7): 

1 . I3y the sun and its brightness. twt ’.sh-shamsi ua 

2. and the moon when she follows him, uu 'h^iimari dM (ala-fta 

3. and the day when it reveals him. tea ’rwiafiSri idhajalld-ha 

4. and the night when it enshrouds him, wa 'I-Ioili idha yagfisha-ha 

5. and the heaven and Him who built it, wa 's-sama'i it'd ma hana-bd 

6. and the earth and Him who spread it, tua Tardi tea ma tiiha-h& 

7. and a soul and Him who perfected it. tea na/hn tea mn. sateteaJia, 

“Moses fMiisdJ (peace he upon him) stood seven cubits tall, and the 
length of the staff of Mi'ses was also seven cubits. 
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“It is thus established that most things [of great religious importance] 
are associated with the number seven. This means that Allah (Exalted 
is He) has implicitly indicated to His servants that the Night of Power 
[Lailat al-Qadrj is the twenty 'Seventh , by virtue of His statement: 

Peace it is, until saJaman Aiya 

the rising of the of dawn. <97-5 ) fturta niaplfi i T/tyr. 

“He has thereby given us to understand that theNight of Power [Lai far 
al-Qadrj is the night of the twenty-seventh [of the month of Ramadan]. 1 ’-- 
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On the conflicting opinions of various experts 
concerning the correct answer to the question: 
“Which is more excellent, the night of the Day 
of Congregational Prayer [Lailat aUJum a], 
or the Night of Power [Lailat al-QadrJV* 

W hich is more excellent, the night of the Day of Congregational 
Prayer [Lailat al'Jum a ]," 9 or the Night of Power iLuiiat ui-Qadrj ? 
This is a question over which our fellow' scholars ^ 0 have been in some 
disagreement. 

Oil the one hand, Shaikh Abu Abdi’llah ibn Batta, Shaikh Abu "b 
Hasan al-JazarT and Abu Hafs ‘UmarabBarmaki (may Allah bestow His 
mercy upon them) have all opted tor the answer that the night of the 
Day of Congregational Prayer [Lailat al-jum'aj is the more excellent of 
the two. 

On the other hand, the answer preferred by Abu Ttjasan at-TarmmT 
(may Allah hestoiv His mercy upon him) is that, of all the Nights of 
PowerfLayaii TQadrj , only one is more excellent than the night of the 
Day of Congregational Prayer [Lailat ol-Jurna], namely, the actual 
Night during which the Qur'an was sent down. Asforall die otherwise 
similar Nights of Power fDiydli 1 tsQadsr } , the night of the Day of 
Congregational Prayer iLaiiai al-Juma} ranks higher than any of them 
on the scale of excellence. 

[Aside from these representatives of the H a nball school] most of the 
learned scholars [ ulamd'J have maintained that the Night of Power 
[Lailat a hQatirj is more excellent, not only than the night of the Day 
of Congregational PrayerfLatlat af-jiim nj. but than all other nights 
in the calendar. 
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There is plenty of traditional evidence, however, to justify the point 
of view adopted by our Hnnball colleagues, as we shall demonstrate: 

According to one traditional account, related by aUQadT [the Judge] 
aid mam Abu Ya‘ la ( may Allah bestow His mercy upon him), it was Ibn 
Abbas (may Allah be well pleased with him and with his father) who 
reported that Allah’s Messenger (Allah bless him and give him peace) 
once said : 251 

Allah grants forgiveness, on the night of the Day of Congregational Prayer 
ILciiliir ob/umhij, to al! the people of Islam. 

No comparable excellence is known to have been attributed by the 
Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) to any of the other nights. 

Allah’s Messenger (Allah bless him and give him peace) is also 
reported as having said: 

Invoke Allah’s blessing upon me . 1 * 2 many times over, in the course of the 
illustrious night fob/aifai id-ghanad , and during the brightly shining day 
laL-yau nn al-n^fiarf — on the night of the Day of Congregational Prayer [Lailat 
ai'Jum a}, and then on the Day itself 

The adjective gharra [illustrious] is related to the nounghurra, which 
means the highlight, the prime, the finest feature of something . 253 

Another point in favor of the superior excellence of the night of the 
Day of Congregational Prayer (Lailat al-Juxn a] is the very fact that it 
immediately precedes the Day itself. This is indeed a telling point, 
because we have been taught so much about the excellence of that 
Day, and so little about the excellence of the day of the Night of 
Power fLailat al-Qadr], 

The following traditional reports are highly significant in this 
connection: 

According to Anas |ibn Malik] ’’f (may Allah he well pleased with 
him), the Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) once said: 

The sun never rises to usher in a day that is more splendid, in the sight of Allah, 
than the Day of Congregational Prayer fYau'm ai-Jum'al, and none is 
dearer tc Him. 
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According to Abu 1 luraira 235 (may Allah be well pleased with him), 
the Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) once said: 

The sun never rises, nor does it ever set, upon a day that is more excellent than 
the Day of Congregational Prayer fYiitwn td-Jwm tij. There is no creature that 
walk? or crawls upon the earth, dint is not terrified of the Day of Congregational 
Prayer lYawm aLjum'a], apart from these two species (ihaqcdamh the jinn and 
human beings. 

According to another report from Abu lluraira (may Allah be well 
pleased with him), the Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) 
also said: 

On the Day of Resurrection [Yawm abQiyama/ , Alliih (Almighty and Glorious 
is He) will resurrect the slays in a manner that displays their condition. When 
He brings forth the Day of Congregational Prayer lul+Jwna], it will be shining 
with a radiant beauty, and its own people will greet it with affectionate respect, 
as if it were a bride being led in procession to her noble bridegroom, beaming 
upon them as they walk in her radiance. Their complexions will Ire like snow, 
and rheir fragrant aroma will he like musk. They will plunge imo mountains of 
camphor, and the people assembled at the Place of Standing lol-Mampfi, 
humans and jinn alike, will stare at them in wonder, too fascinated to blink an 
eye, until they enter the Garden of Paradise. 

Suppose someone were to say: “That all sounds very convincing, no 
doubt, but what is your response to His saying (Almighty and Glorious 
is He): 

The Night of Power is better Ltiilfrm ' bQai.fr i /diafrim 

than a thous a nd mon ths. 197:3)?" miti alfi s liofir , 

To this our reply would be as follows: “What is meant to he 

understood by it is; “better than a thousand months — in the reckoning 
of which the night of the Day of Congregational Prayer [Lailat al-Jitmaj 
is not included." This interpretation should be perfectly comprehen- 
sible even to those who prefer the other point of view, since their 
unders tan ding of the phrase is: “better than a thousand months — in the 
reckoning of which the N ight of Power [Lailat alrQadr] is not included.” 236 

In defense ofour point of view, we should also point out that the night 
of the Day of Congregational Prayer l Lailat aLjum'a] is everlasting in 
the Garden of Paradise — because visiting with Allah (Glorified and 
Exalted is He) takes place during the Day thereof.- 17 Furthermore, its 
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position in the calendar is known for certain here in this lower world , 258 
whereas the exact date of the Night ot Power [Lailat al-Qadr J can only 
be surmised. 

It must he admitted, notwithstanding, that a case can he made in 
favor of the view preferred by at-Tarmml and some other learned 
scholars.- w When they maintain that the Night of Power [Lailat 
al-Qadrj is more excell e nr than any other night, they begin by citing the 
words of Allah (Exalted is He); 

The Night of Power is better Laftatu ' i-Qatlri Wioirun 

than a thousand months. (97:3) min aLfi skahf. 

Then, having noted the fact that a thousand months are the equiva- 
lent of eighty- three years and four months ,- 40 they cite the following 
traditional reports : 141 

It said that the Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace ) was 
shown the life spans of the members of his Community! L/mtnnJ , and he 
considered them too short, so he was granted the N ight of Power f Lai Aar 
aUQadr], 

Imam Malik ibn Anas - 42 (may Allah bestow His mercy upon him) is 
reported as having said; “I have heard, from someone whose word I 
trust, that Allah's Messenger (Allah bless him and give him peace) 
once saw the life spans of all the people before his own time, or as much 
of that as Allah (Exalted is He) wished him to see. In this vision, it 
seemed to him that the life spans of those belonging to his own 
Community lUmmai had become shorter by comparison, with the 
result that they could not accomplish as much good work, in the course 
of a lifetime, as others who had preceded them. It was then that Allah 
granted him the Night of Power [Lailat al-Qadr], which is better than 
a thousand months.” 
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Imam Malik ibn Anas {may Allah bestow His mercy upon him} also 
said: “It has come to my attention that Sa id ibn at-Musayyih 145 once 
said: ‘If someone is present at the late evening prayer [salat ai'isJia'] on 
the Night of Power / Lailat al-Qadr], he will derive good fortune 
therefrom/ 

The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) is reported as 
having said: 

If someone performs both the late evening ItsfuTj and sunset fmagifirjbi prayers 
in congregation, he will obtain his share of good fortune from the Night of 
Power /LiiiJat abQiidrf. Moreover, it he recites it — meaning the Sura of Power 
iSwmt abQiidrJ — it will be as if he had recited one fourth ofthe entire Qur’an.^ 
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On the answer to the question: “Why has Allah 
not informed His servants of an exact date, on 
which the Night of Power [Lmiaf at*Qadr J is 
certain to occur?” 

S uppose someone raises the question: “Why has Allah not informed 
1 1 is servants of an exact date, on which the Night of Power [Lailat 
al'Qadr] is certain to occur, just as He has provided them with precise 
and unambiguous information concerning the night of the Day ot 
Congregational Prayer fLaitai aUJum' a]T' 

The appropriate response will be to tell the questioner: “His purpose 
(Exalted is He) is to make sure that His servants do not take it for 
granted that they have performed good deeds on that particular night. 
Were it not for this element of uncertainty, they could make the claim: 
‘We have performed good deeds on a night that is better than a 
thousand months, so Allah has granted us forgiveness, and in His sight 
we are now entitled to spiritual degrees and Gardens of Paradise/ They 
might therefore abandon all further effort to do good works, and simply 
rest on their laurels. Having thus fallen prey to unduly optimistic 
expectation, they would then be doomed to perdition.” 

It should also be noted that, as a similar measure of precaution, Allah 
(Almighty and Glorious is He) has refrained from informing His 
servants as to when their individual lifetimes are due to expire. Were 
it not so, a person with a long life still ahead of him could say: “I intend 
to give free rein to my carnal desires, indulging in all the pleasures this 
world has to offer, and enjoying its comforts to the full. Eventually, of 
course, when the expiration of my term draws near, 1 shall repent and 
devote myself to the worshipful service of my Lord, l shall then die as 
a penitent and reformed character.” 

In actual fact, Allah (Exalted is He) has kept their appointed terms 
concealed from them, so they must always be cautious and wary of 


BahareMadinah.com 

Extract from Sayyidina Ghawth ul Aazam Shaykh 'Abd al Qadir al Jilani, 

from al-Ghunya li-Talibi Tariq al-Haqq 


death. Under these circumstances, they have a permanent incentive to 
practice good conduct, to pursue repentance with dilgent perseverance, 
and ro make constant efforts to improve their behavior. Death, whenever 
it comes to claim them, will therefore find them in a very good spiritual 
state. As well as receiving their allotted shares [aqsam] of pleasure and 
sensual enjoyment in this world, they will be safely delivered from 
Allah's torment in the hereafter, by the mercy fr ahma} of Allah 
(Exaired is He). 

The following anonymous saying is also worth quoting? 

“Allah (Exalted is He) has concealed five things inside five: ( 1 ) He 
has concealed Allah’s good pleasure inside worshipful acts of obedience 
[taat]; (2)1 le has concealed His wrath inside sinful acts ofd isobed fence 
[ma oslj; (3) He has concealed the middle prayer [as'Salat al'wustdj - 4l 
among the other ritual prayers Isalawat]; (4) He has concealed His 
saintly friend fwofej .among the rest of His creatures; (5) He has 
concealed the Night of Power [Laiht aUQadr] within the month of 
Ramadan.” 
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On the characteristic features 
that indicate the arrival of the Night of Power 

[Lailat al'Qadr]. 

A s for the characteristic features that indicate the arrival of the 
Night of Power [Lailat al-Qadr] T they are present in a night when 
the atmosphere is comfortable, the sky is jet-black, and the temperature 
is neither hot nor cold. We may also quote this anonymous saying on 
the subject: 

“It is a night in which no harking of dogs can he heard. When the sun 
rises on the following morning, i t appears as a disk without rays, rather 
like a copper bowl fiasd," 

As for the marvels and wonders of the N ight ot PowcrfLatlai nl-Qodr] , 
they are revealed to those who possess the qualities ot spiritual devel- 
opment and sainthood [arbdb al-qulub <wa hu i/dyaj, to those who are 
committed to worshipful obedience fnfti at-td'aj, and to whomever 
Allah wishes among those of His servants who are true believers 
fmu mminj — in accordance with their spiritual states [oimu/j. their 
allotted portions [aqsdm] , and their degrees of nearness to Allah 
(Almighty and Glorious is He). 
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Some concluding remarks concerning 
the Night of Power [Laiiat al-Qadrj, 
and concerning the month of 
Ramadan as a whole. 

O n the Night of Power f LcMat al-QadrJ, as Allah (Almighty and 
Glorious is He) has told us: 

The angels and the Spirit tamz%du 'l-rnalo ikatu 

come down, {97:4) wa ’r-Rufi. 

In other words, Gabriel (peace be upon him), who is the Spirit [RuhJ, 
comes down with an escort of seventy thousand angels, whom he leads 
as their commanding officer famTrj. 

Once they have descended from heaven to the earth below, Gabriel 
(peace be upon him) will give the greeting of peace to anyone vvho 
happens to be in a sitting posture, while the angels will give the greeting 
of peace te> anyone who happens to be sleeping, At the same time, the 
Makerfa/'Bdrf J (Glorified and Exalted is He) will bestow the salutation 
of peace upon those of His servants who are standing upright* 

It is certainly possible to conceive that Allah (Almighty and Glorious 
is 1 Ie) will bestow the salutation of peace upon those believing sen,' ants 
of His f ibadi^hi ' l-mu mininj who arc worthy to inhabit the Garden of 
Paradise, for He has indicated that He will say to them, within the 
confines of the Garden: 

“ Peace!" — -such is the greeting sdain. 1 (jaulan min 

from ;i Lord A lUCom passionate. Rabbin Rtdiim. 

(36:58) 

By the same token, it is also conceivable that He will bestow the 
salutation of peace, here in this lower world, upon those righteous 
servants of His f ihodi-hi 'l-^ahrarj: 

unto whom the reward most fair olkdbfra srthaqdt la-hum 

has already none forth from Us. mm-na 'Mutsnd. 

(21:101) 
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In other words, it is conceivable because the blessings of providence 
[ indyaj and felicity fsatuinj have already been conferred by Him, in the 
eternity without beginning[/j ’l-azcd}, upon those who are extinct to the 
creation f/arun *am 'l-khalq], existing in perpetuity with the Lord f foijiri 
bfr-RabbJ, and steadfastly reliant on the Truth f mturrta iron iia 'I'HaqqJ. 

When the Night of Power fLaiiat aTQadrJ comes around, there will 
not be a single spot on earth that does not have an angel upon it, either 
bowing down in prostration, or standing erect, as he offers prayers of 
supplication on behalf ot the believing men [mu minmj and the believing 
women [mu mindtj . There will be no exceptions, apart from any church 
[GwiisuJ, or any synagogue [bi uj,- 76 or any temple dedicated to the 
worship of fire, or any temple dedicated to the worship of idols, or 
certain places where people dispose of their filthy trash. 

Those angels will dedicate every moment ot their ni ght on earth to 
offering prayers ofsuppl ication on bcha It of the believing men { mu minmj 
and the believing women [mw’mmat/. As for Gabriel (peace be upon 
him), he will not leave any believer, male or female, without giving him 
[or her] the greeting of peace and shaking him [or her] by the hand. To 
each and every one of them, he will say: “If you are in a state of 
worshipful obedience, peace be upon you, in che form of the approval 
and favor you deserve ! If you are in a state of si nful d isobed ience , peace 
be upon you, in die form of forgiveness! If you are in a state of sleep, 
peace be upon you, in the form of contentment! If you are in the grave 
or tomb, peace be upon you, in the form of refreshment [rau/tj and sweet 
perfume [raifamj!” 

This, according to one interpretation, is the import of the words of 
Allah (Almighty and Glorious is lie): 

On every enand: Peace .., mm ituili tfinr — Siiiflirtun,,.. 

( 97 : 4 , 5 ) 

Another interpretation has been expressed as follows: 

“The angels will surely convey the greeting of peace to all worthy 
practitioners of worshipful obedience, but they will not offer that same 
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salutation to all who are guilty of sinful disobedience, for some of them 
arc perpetrators of heinous wrongdoing and injustice who 

deserve no share in the peace conveyed by the angels. Grievous indeed 
is the offense committed by the consumer of unlawful sustenance [diet! 
al'fjaram], the breaker of family ties fqdri ar-rifrmj, the spreader of 
malicious gossip and slander [nammdm] , and the consumer of goods that 
rightfully belong to orphans lakil annual al'jatdma]. The likes of these 
are therefore not entitled to any share in the peace conveyed by the 
angels, and none shall they receive. 1 ' 

What calamity could be worse than this terrible disaster? What a 
dreadful affliction it must be, to Live through a month — ‘the beginning 
of which is a mercy, the middle of which is a forgiveness, and the last 
part of which is a deliverance from the Fire of Hell'- 77 — -and yet find 
yourself excluded from sharing in the peace conveyed therein by rhe angels 
of die Lord of the sinners and the righteous [Robb oi- usdt i va 'l-cbrmj 1 

What could have brought this affl iction upon you? Was it due to your 
remoteness from the All-Merciful One far-RabmunJ, to your being an 
agent of tyranny fat-tugb^anj and a willing accomplice of the Devil 
fosb-Sfia/tan], and to your having adopted the flamboyant style of those 
who tread the path that leads to the Fires of Hell fan-mranj ? Was it due 
to your remoteness and aloofness from those who tread the path that 
leads to the Gardens of Paradise faf-jman], and your extreme reluctance 
to obey the One who controls both rhe infliction of harm and the 
bestowal of benefit [af-ifisdnj? 

The month of Ramadan is the month of serenity and purity 
fsWir as-safa 1 J , the month of fulfillment and fidelity fs/iohr cd-wafa’ J . 1 1 
is the month of those who practice the remembrance of their Lord [shahr 
adh'dhskirin} , the month of those who endure with patience f s/iafrr 
as^sdbirin] , and the month of those who arc honest and truthful 
frhoJir as'$adiq TnJ. So, if it does not have the effect of improving your 
heart— if it does not induce you to desist from rebellious acts against 
your Lord, and does not make you avoid the company of troublemakers 
and criminals — what else can exert a positive influence on your heart? 
What goodness can he hoped for in a case like yours? What redeeming 
quality can survive in someone like you? What successful outcome can 
he expected from an individual like you? 
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You had better pay attention, O miserable wretch, and try to learn 
from what has happened to you* Come to your senses, wake up from 
your slumber, shake oft your heedless indifference, and take a good hard 
look at what has befallen you. However little of the month you still 
have left, you must seise every opportunity for repentance and 

contrition / mdbaj . :7S Take full advantage of the time that is still 
available for seeking forgiveness listighfarf and practicing worshipful 
obedience fm’uj. If you follow this advice, you may yet he one of those 
who receive the blessings of mercyfra^mal and compassionate grace fra fa}. 

Then, when the month of Ramadan comes to its close, you should bid 
it farewell with the shedding of copious tears. You should weep over 
your unfortunate self, while moaning and walling and u ttering plaint ive 
cries of lamentation. For, as you must be well aware, many a keeper of 
the fast [su mij will never keep another fast, and many a keeper of the 
vigil iqaiml will never keep vigil again. 

The worker will be paid his wages, once he has finished his work, and 
we have now finished the work [required of us in the month of 
Ramadan], But if only I knew for certain whether our fasting and 

our vigil hf hum] have been accepted, or whether they will be used to slap 
us in our faces! If only 1 knew for certain which of us has been accepted, 
so that wc may congratulate him. and which of us has been rejected, so 
that we may offer him our condolences! 

The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) once said: 

There is many a one who keeps die last hv day, vei who gets nothing out of his 
fasting hut hunger and thirst. And there is many a one who spends the night 
in vigil and prayer, yet who gets nothing from his vigil other than insomnia. 
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Pence be upon you, O month of daytime fasting! 
as^saldmu alaik — -yd shahra Vsmm 

Peace be upon you, O month of nighttime vigil! 
as-saldmu alaik — yd shahra 1 Uqiydm 

Peace be upon you, O month of true faith! 
as-saldmu alaik — -yd shahra 1-iman 

Peace he upon you, O month of the Qur an! 
aS'Saldmu alaik — ydshahra 'UQur'dn 

Peace be upon you, O month of the radiant lights! 
as'saldmn alaik — yd shahra %anwdr 

Peace be upon you, O month of forgiveness and pardon! 
aS'Saldmu alaik — yd s/iahra %maghfirati wa 3 kghufrdn 

Peace be upon you, O month of the ascending steps 
of Paradise and of salvation from the descending steps of Hell! 
as-sdamu alaik — yd shahra d^darajai wa naiajdu mina \l<larakdt 

Peace be upon you, O month of the worshipful penitents! 
as-saJamu atark — yd shahra 'utdiblna l^abidin 

Peace be upon you, O month of those who know 
from spiritual experience! 
as-saldmu aiaife — yd shahra 'k'drifm 

Peace be upon you, O month of those who exercise 
discriminating judgment! 
aS'Saldmu nki/fe — yd shahra 7-mujCaJuctm 

Peace be upon you, O month of safety and security! 
as-'saldmu 'alaik — yd sJudira 1 human. 

You are a prison for disobedient sinners, and for the truly 
devout you are a place of comfort. 

Peace be upon the lamps and lanterns that shine so bright! Peace be 
upon the sleepless eyes, and upon the streaming tears! Peace be upon 
the illuminated niches hruritfmh] in the mosques, and upon the tears 
that arc spilled and shed! Peace be upon the sighs that arise from hearts 
that are aflame! 

O Allah, include us among those whose fasting and prayers have been 
accepted, among those whose evil deeds You have transformed into 
good deeds, among those whom You have allowed by Your mercy to 
enter Your Gardens of Paradise, and among those whose degrees You 
have exalted, O Most Merciful of the merciful fyJ Arham ar-ro/umlnj! 


Sft sfc ^ 
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" ,M ‘ Jobf AyvriH (peace be upon hini) is mentioned several times in the Quran. a&a PlEOphet and 
an trample of patience 1 , 

2m ZachariiisfZttfeoriS'V^J is mentioned several times in the Qur an, where he is Listed as the father 
of John The Baptist fYdhvpJ (peace be upon them both). 

f peace be upon him) is not mentioned by name in rheQur\in. Lit the Qur'ank 
commentators have identified an allusion to him therein* and he is frequently referred ro in 
traditional reports. (See; Thomas Patrick Hughes, op. ar. F art. E£Z tiKIHL, and Shurr.T Enc WopedKi 
n/hkm, art. HWC$L) 

' Although not mentioned bv name in the Qur'an* Joshua the son *>f Nun jYWifl ifcn .VfttiJ 
(peace K upon him) h identified hy some Islamic authorities -is the servant erf Moses (peace be 
upon him), who in mentioned in Q. 

-* kl In the original text, the author (may Allah he well pleased with him) is able to express this 
much more nearly, hy using rhe technical term of Arabic grammar; fei-fcari %U &n r 

30,5 The reading^JftiitruirJi't T/ajr is ;i tmdltioruilly accepted alternative tohuteff mafia T V-/ajr See, 
for instance s the celebrated Quranic commentary called Ta/slr nl-JaL 'otuli, rhe first hall of which 
was la pi led by Sha tfc h j al al u'd-cti n ah Mi i ha 1 1| ( d . A H 864 ) , and the res t by J a l .j Eucbdfo is~5u$QfI 

ua h mi 

In either case\ according to the Quranic commentary mentioned in note 205 above, the 
meaning ^ understood to be; "nil the time a! itsnsLn^IrlauwjrifEflil r-/n J (JnlahAhdln al-M.shalll 
and jalilhfd-Jin a^SiiyutT. Tct/slr fli-jalfTiom. Istanbul: Salfth Biha Kitsbevi Yuymlaru n,J.: 
pir 1, p. 267 .) 

Imam Malik ]bn Anas ( may Allah bestow Hjs mercy upon him) was the founder ot one ol rhe 
tour sc hook of Islam ic jurisprudence He died in the year A H 1 79/7^5 C E 

- ,KH 3 in am Abu ' Abdi’llfth Muhammad ibn Idris ith'ShiltVl (may A I Lib bestow bits mercy upon 
him 1 was the founder of one of the four schools ( imldfclFi if?J of Mamie jurisprudence He died in 
the year A U 204/820 C t. Imam aUGhaiall l may Allah bestow [ li> mercy upon him) was one of 
the jthmt notable professors of the Shaffi school. 

^ See note 23 on p. 18 above. 

See note 1 92 on p. 98 above. 

- 1 E Ubayy ibn Ka'b (may Allah he well pleased with him) was one of rhe Companions of the 
Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) to whom particular editions of rhe text of rhe 
Qur'an, prior to the authorization nf 'UtKmans version, have been ascribed. (See; Sh&rm 
EtKytfofptidia of Islam, art, AL KUR/AN.) 

- ] - Imam Ahmad ibn Hjnbal (may A Ufth bestow 1 Ei> mercy up -n lum ) w.i^ the founder ot one ot 
the four schookhnadhahiH of Islamic jurisprudence- He died in the year A-H. 241/855 CL The 
legal doctrine of the l^anbflti school were those studied most intensively by the author. Shaikh 
Abd ahQftiir al-]l|3n1 (may Allah be well pleased with him) as a young man. 

* This sentence refers to i >ne of the rites of the Pi Iritrmge f Hdjij] (F< n a detailed account, see: 

VoL Upp. 26-524 

iJ '' Thecircumarnbulationftaia^] of rhe House otAltehfBoiruVMJ, i.e. r the Kaba, is another rite 
of the Pilrinuige fHoyh 

The seven seals /Icliaiivftrpiij murk the division of rhe Qur an into seven sections or stages 
fmroSriff, an arrangement designed ro facilitate rhe recitation of the entire Book in rhe course of 
a week. 
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J 1,1 This is: one of the many alternative cities sometimes given to what is most commonly known 
.is the Opening Sfimt Surat d-foriW of the Noble Qur'an. ItgUudes to the first vcrscffijaJ thereof 
svhtch reals ,l Praise he to AlLlh, Lord of All the Worlds hd'/iaindn Ei’Dttiij ffobbi 'U'aLunlnf T 


The Prophet ( ALLlh bless him and give him peace) is reported as having sacJi 

The Qur ’sn has been revealed accord mg to seven dialects | nozcrii 1 !- Qur ' dm ' cite nth' an 
Tin- Kei's been interpreted to mean: "according to seven modes of reading or recitation/' (Sec: 
liAV. Line. Arabft>Bnglish Lexicon, art. H-ft-F: also; Shorter Encvcfa^odk of Islam, an. 
AL-KUR W and: Thomas Patrick Hughes, of) cit, an. SEVtN DIALECTS.) 

2]s Allith (Almighty and Glorious l* He) has said in the Qur'an ( J 


Wc have given you seven wa lorfdd ukb'm 

ol the oft- repeated ] versed mtna' hmanhdn! 

and the m igluy Qur ‘an. wa 1 FQur 'dm . 

According to >ume authorities* the seven matfoaTtf are the oft 'repeated verses (avild of the 
Opening Sum fSfrmi d-Faiihal of the Qur\m, Others maintain that the seven mariicMam the 
seven long Sums from Surat oFRujora to Surat ol A' rdf. ( For yet othe r i nterprem t ions, .we: FAV . 
Line, Arafoc'Eiigiu/t Lexicon , air, TH-N-Y and arr. S-B- ) 


“ The names ol the descending levels < -a Hell are ns follows: (l) johmiuzm, (2) Li^o (3) 
al'Hufrrnia (4 1 Sea’ fr (S) Stupr (6) d-Jtdrirn (7) llduiya . All of these are mentioned in the Qur'an* 
hut the traditional Commentator* differ us to their or Jet of descent, 

"'‘Their story is told in the Sfira of the Cave f Surat at-Kahfi, the 1 8th Sum of the Qur ‘fin. In the 
Christ bn [tad moil, they are known a* the Seven Sleepers of Ephesus, 

JJL The Prophet Hud (oeace be umn him) and a few righteous men were theonlv survivors. 
The total of seventeen i* arrived at by adding together: (a) the two cycles of the dawn prayer 
iscttlr ah] Ljjt j, (b) the tour cycles of the midday prayer fsiilui ci^tdirj, (c) ihc four cycles ot the 
afternoon prayer fsciiuf rib lwJ, <.d) the three cycles of the sunset prayer f salat uFmflgfi ribl. and lei 
the lour cycles of the late evening prayer fjcildt of' rsfia J 

As Allah (Almighty and Glorious is He) hits told us in the Qw/fln (4:2 


iurniinui ‘uliU-kKni 
ummahAm^kim 
i ! l i fundus bum 
wti aUitiUtiJiidtinn 
uy ujnrTLiJiu-ktirn 
wa tchglacrokinn 
uti htimlrw TrtWit 
Wil JhrrtiEnf ‘ J- uk}\ti . 


Forbidden to you ire 
your mothers. 
and your datallers, 
and your sisters, 
nnJ your paternal aunts,, 

,inJ your maternal aunts* 
and your brothers daughters, 
and your sister r s daughter. s. 

-- 1 In thi* category, it is forbidden for a man to marry: ( 1 1 his foster- mother, ( 1 ) his fbstet^ister, 
(3) his motheMndaw, ( 4 ) his daughter 4n4aw t (5) his stepdaughter, (6) the sister lT a wife to 
whom he is still married, and (7) the widow nr divorced wife of hh father 

21 ^ The basic meaning of ihc term htfff (of which tiirru/ and cfouf are plural forms) is "a letter of 
the Arabic alphabet,* As inthi&comext. however, it may a ho signify “a connected group of Arabic 
letters* represent mu either a separate word , or* in some cases, a grammatical combination of two 
or more elements, only one of which can normally be written separately, - " 

-" ,1 Th e nvenry-seven elements counted as huruf |Svoids + I are therefore the following: 


( 1 Hnitf (2) an^brifcfiic £ 3) ft (4 ) Luton ( 3 ) TQodr {6) hh (? ) tm (d) udrS-lu (9) ml (10) Lmkau 
( 1 1 ) "hQadr (12) LaSapt (11) ( I4> Wwim ( 1 nm ( 1 6)dft ( 1 7) sAofcr (IS) umazzdn (19) 

'htmWikam (20) uw (21 J VRiiltw (22) (21) B-ieffinf (24) Rol^olum (IS) mm (26) WJi 

(27) otit, 
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Extract from Sayyidina Ghawth ul Aazam Shaykh 'Abd al Qadir al Jilani, 

from al-Ghunya li-Talibi Tariq al-Haqq 


2 lii Vol. 2, pp. 269-S6, ihe author (may Allah be wdl pleased with him] has quoted lengthy 

rradirUtftal nuwr'i fcoru^rmric thr Garden (ifRiraJuiL 

-^ M ]n thU world " to pur it in simple English, "Friday comes but once a week, and always between 
Thursday and Saturday." 

- Near rhe beginning of this subsection (p. 112 above)* the author (may Allah be well pleased 
with hind has ascribed to Abu 'I- Hasan st-Tamlml (may Allah bestow His mercy upon him) a 
viewpoint that sets him somewhat apart from rhe other learned scholar^, 

- HK Even at the end of the 20th century, and even among the most technologically developed 
societies, eighty- three years and four months would represent an above- average span of life 
expectancy, 

2 11 As rhe reader can hardly fail to notice* few transmitting authorities — if atiy— are named in 
connection with these particular reports, 

- See note 207 on p. 106 above. 

- 1 ST id ibn al-Musayyib [or, alAlus.iyy.ihl ( may Allah bestow Hi< mercy upon hinO was an early 
scholar of Prophetic tradition, He died in AM. 93. (There is some uncertainty as to the Correct 
spelling of his last name. The forms iba d+bAusmyth and ibndhMltfoyvilb both occur, often in the 
same rear- } 

J,i 1 Author's fidie: Jr h lp recommended pnKtice for rhe worshipper lo recite the Sura ot Power 
/Siir rt t obQrtdW in the final late evening prayer I ' ishtf'J of rhe month of Ramadan. 

- v ' A I Lib (Exalted is He) has told its in rhe Qurim 

Re careful to observe your prayers, htifitft 'du V.yiLmtto 

and [especially] the middle prayer, uu Vuitful 

and SI and obedient u> A II ih . ( 2 :I J 8 ) *m qftrtfl li 'Mu’ qiirum . 

* # * 

-In an earlier chapter of the present work, there h some evidence u ■ suggest char Shaikh ' Abd 
ahQ:ldir aUJiblnT (may Allah he wrU nl«ud with hi ml ih**I ^jjIhi to denote a church, and hl'u 
to denote a synagafue. (See VoL l, 27 * Sis note 1S9 nn p 97 shove. Arabic lexicographers Jiowe vet* 
the term hE a applies to ;i Christian church, and iL'iniwi to .j Jewish synagogue. Yet others say that 
Isanliiu may be applied to either of these* or that it means a place of worship used by the followers 
of any religion either than Islam. 

~~ See p. S5 above, where the month of Ramadan is so described in o saying attributed to the 

Prophet (Allah bless bun and give him peace). 

See note 1S9 on p, 9? above. 


